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Reagan, Aides 
Balk at Plan 


Against Leaks 




By Lou Cannon 

Washington Port Staff Writer 


A Cabinet-level group 
chaired by President Reagan 
agreed yesterday that unau- 
thorized disclosure of classi- 
fied material is a “serious 
problem,” but balked at adopt- 
ing proposals for increased 
use of polygraphs or a new 
FBI “strike force" to crack 
down on leaks, administration 
sources said. 

White House spokesman 
Edward P. Djerejian, who was 
at the “discussion meeting,” 
said it lasted for more than an 
hour and that no decisions 
were made. 

One source familiar with 
the discussions said “the pre- 
vailing view* was that officials 
who leaked secrets should be 
fired or punished, but that 
there was no consensus on 
whether stringent new pro- 
cedures are needed. 

“ We’re going to tighten se- 
c urity witnin existing guide^ 
lines for the present, this 
olticial said. "It that doesnT 
work" there may be demands" 
v\ from [Director of Central In- 
telligence William J.l Casey 
that we do something more.” 

The source descriEed 
Casey and national security - 
affairs adviser John M. Poin- 
dexter as focusing on the 
harnLcaused by leaks. becre^ 
tary of State Geofge Pi 

« ltz, Treasury Secretary 
es A. Baker III and White 
House Chief of Staff Donald 
T. Regan were described as 
agreeing that leaks were a 
problem but cautioning 
against a response that cre- 
ated a backlash with the me- 
dia and Congress. 


Sources said discussion at 
the meeting, while sometimes 
critical of the media, focused 
on methods of preventing re- 
lease of classified information 
rather than publication or 
broadcasting of it. The source 
quoted Regan as saying that 
“the press couldn't print it if it 
didn’t have it.” 

Regan and Baker were also 

said to have stressed the impor- 
tance of distinguishing between 
leaks of information being withheld 
for political reasons and information 
that is damaging to national secu- 
rity. 

The senior officials who met yes- 
terday were considering the recom- 
mendations of an interagency task 
force of midlevel officials who pro- 
posed several prospective remedies 
for dealing with leaks,' including the 
FBI, strike force. One ..proposal 
called for advance approval of a sen- 
ior official before any government 
official meets or talks by phone with 
a reporter about any matter involv- 
ing classified information. 

This revives a proposal put for- 
ward by then-national security af- 
fairs adviser William P. Clark and 
Poindexter in 1982. Clark discussed 
the plan with senior diplomatic re- 
porters and ultimately decided not 
to issue the directive. 

Shultz, while also concerned 
about leaks, was described yester- 
day by administration officials as 
continuing to favor “maximum ac- 
cess” for reporters to government 
officials. 

The Cabinet-level task force in- 
cludes Attorney General Edwin 
MeeseJH, Defence Cas- 

par W. Weinberger, National Secu- 
rity Agency Director Lt. Gen. Wil- 
liam E. Odom, Casey, Poindexter, 
Regan, Baker and Shultz. 

Reagan was described as con- 
cerned, as he has been on other oc- 


casions, with potential damage to 
national security. 

The administration already has 
the authority to use polygraphs 
when officials are suspected of mak- 
ing unauthorized disclosures. In re- 
cent weeks a Pentagon employe 
was dismissed after being given 
such a test, and a State Department 
employe was fired after refusing to 
take a polygraph test. 

In withholding any decision yes- 
terday, the Cabinet-level g*oup was 
in. effect rqjetfiftg. the .wlfeyei 
WPMB.fl one source fa- 

miliar with the discussww. %ut 
there are still people in this admin- 
istration who aren’t satisfied with 
the outcome, and there's no assur- 
ance they won’t come back with 
Pther pffojpoaafe feter,” he added,. 
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